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YNOYPTEIO NEPIBAANONTOZ KAI ENEPTEIAZ NnPOz: AHMOKPATIA THZ BOYATAPIAZ
FENIKH AIEYOYNZH NMEPIBANNONTIKHZ MOAITIKHZ YNOYPTEIO NEPIBAANONTOZ KAI
AwevBuvon NepBarlovtikrg Adslodotnong YAATQN

Tunuoa I espoo_eia_sea@moew.government.bg
Tay. AevBuvon: A, AAe€avSpag 11, 11473 ABrva (urdyn k. Vladislava Boyadzhieva)
MAnpodopieg:  A. KouAidng

TnAépwvo: 210641 7951 KOIN.: RNivakog anodektwv

E-mail: sec.dipa@prv.ypeka.gr

Ofpa:  Apxikég mapatnpnoslg eni tng MeAétng MepifpaAloviikwyv EMMTWOEWV yla TV
«E€0pUEN Ko emefepyacio MOAUMETAANKWY PETAAAEVLATWY ATt TO Koitaopa Rozino,
Tintyava PLA» mnou Bpioketow otov 8Qpo lvaylovgrad, otnv meploxy Haskovo, oto
mAaiclo Tng Stadikaociog SLacuvopLlakig eKTinong MePLBAAAOVILKWV EMLITTWOEWV.

IXET. : 1. To pe o.m. 149/28.1.2026 éyypado TtnG MpeoPeiac tng EAMGSOG otn 2odLa
(YNEN/AINA/18027/1159/17.2.2026).

2. To e a.m. YNEN/AINA/94165/6607/08.10.2024 éyypad o pag.
3. To ue a.m. YMEN/AINA/46768/3192/05.05.2026 £yypado pag.

Katomv e€€taong tg mAnpotntag tng MME mou pag eotahn dla tou 1°Y oxetikol eyypadou, oto
mAaioo tng Sladikaciag Slaocuvoplakng ektipnong meplBalAoVIKwY EMUMTWOEWY OTNV omnola
OUUUETEXOUME PBAOEL TOU 2° OXETLKOU KAl OMWG OAG EVNUEPWOAUE ME TO 3° OXETIKO €yypado,
kataypadovtal akoAoUBwe ta INTAMOTO SLCUVOPLOKWY ETMISPACEWY TIou Bewpolpe otL Xxprlouv
oUMMARPWONG 1 eMaveéetaong — avaBewpnong:

1. H MeAétn NepiBarroviikwy Emuttwoswyv (MIME) dev mapouctdlel oAokAnpwuévn vdpoypadikn
Kal uSpoyewAoyikn afloAdynon tng Slacuvoplakng oUvEeonc amod TNV TEPLOXH TOU £PYOU TIPOG
TNV EAANVIKI ETUKPATELO. AEV TEKUNPLWVETAL TTOCOTIKA N SUVNTLKN HeTAdOPA PUTTAVTIKOU PpopTiou
Kata pRkog Tng aAAnAouyioag Yuren Dere = Arpa Dere - motapog Byala Reka - motapog Luda
Reka (EpuBpomnodtapog o eMnviko €dadog) - nmotaudg EBpog, oute aflohoyolvtal oL KATAvTn
XPNOELC TwV LSATWY evTdC TNG EAANVIKAG ETUKpATeLOC. Emiong, amouoldlel extipnon OXETIKA HE
AAAoUC pNXaviopoUg petadopds puUNwy, OTwe HEow (a) emidavelakng amoppon (mépav g we
avw aAknAouyiag), (B) kateioduong kal umoyelag pong avtwy. Elval amapaitntn n cupmAnpwaon
NG MEAETNG e OUTEVYHEVN USPOAOYLKNA KoL USPOYEWAOYLKN TIPOCOUOLWaN, TO LOVTEAD TNG omolag
Ba kaAUTTeL Ta eAAnViKa YYZ EL120B100 kot EL12BT150 kot ta KOTAVTN €MLPAVELOKA USATIKA
owpota tou EpuBpomndtapou kat tou EBpou tou YdatikoU Alapepiopatog Opakng (EL12).

2. Eival avaykaio n tekpunpiwon ocuppatotntag tou £pyou Ue To IXESL0 Alaxeiplong Askavwv
Anoppong Motoapwv (ZAAAM) tou eMAnvikol YdatikoU Alopepioparogc Opdkng (EL12, 20
AvaBewpnon, OEK A 81/12.06.2024). Ztnv tekunplwon auth Ba npénel va nepthapBavertal (a) o
£\eyxo¢ THPNONG OAWV TWV HETPWY TOU gAANnViKoU Mpoypdppatog Métpwv tou SAAAN kal (B) o
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£€heyxocg kat n emuPePfaiwon otL dev Ba mapaflactel n apxn Kn embeivwong TS KOTACTAONG TWV
YYZ EL120B100 kot EL12BT150.

JTO METAAAEUMA OUVUTIAPXOUV eTikivbuva otolyela, onmweg 6iwg to apoevikd (As) kal o
udpapyupog (Hg), n mapoucia Tou onmoiou avayvwpiletal otnv Pre-Feasibility Study (PFS) tou
i8lou Tou dopéa (Velocity Minerals, 2021, 6. 46) oto mAaiolo tng tnAeBepuikng e€aAlolwong otnv
nieploxn Tashlaka. Avnouyxntikn elvat emiong n evéexouevn epdavion ovpaviou (U) To omolo cuyva
OUVUTIAPXEL HE AAa padlevepyd otolxeia, xpwpiou (Cr) kat poAuBdou (Pb). H MME mepléxet
OVETMOPKN avaAuon Twv INTNUATWV Tou oxetilovtal pe to otolxela autd, mapott 1o As
sudaviletal o meplektikOTNTEG ~125 g/t, oxe6OV EKOTOVTAMAAOLEC TOU XpuooU, o Hg armoteAsi
ouoia mpotepatotntag tou Mapaptiuarog X tg 08nyiag 2000/60/EK kal puBuiletal amod tn
JUpuBaon ¢ Minamata, evw ivat yvwotot ol kivbuvol mou cuvdéovtal pe to U, to Cr kot Ttov Phb.
Elval emopévwe amapaitnto va eEeTaoTel 0 AVAAUTIKOC YEWXNULIKOC XOPOKTNPLOKOG OAWY TWV
TUNWV UETAAAEUATOC, OTEIPWY KAl TEAUATWY KaL VO TIPAYUATONOLNOel MOCOTIKN eKTiUnon Twv

POWV PUTTAVTLKOU GOPTIOU WG TTPOC TOUC KOTAVTN SLOCUVOPLAKOUG OTTOSEKTEC.

To £pyo mepAapPAVEL EKTETOUEVA UEPN TIOU £VOEXETAL va guvoolv T Snuwoupyia 6€vng
anoppon (Acid Rock Drainage, ARD), 6onwc 8lwg ol eMLPAVELEC TPAVWY TOU AVOLXTOU OpUYLATOG
(140 m BABog evtog pnyHatwdous oxNUATIOMOV), Ta oTelpa KOl Ta TEApATA. QOTOCO, N EKTLUNON
¢ MNME nepl «pun mapaywyng o€vng amopponc» Baaciletal Lovo og oTatikEG petprioelg ABA (Acid-
Base Accounting) xwpig EMKUPWON HE KLVNTIKEG 1] UTTOAOYLOTIKEG LEBOSOUG. Elval KOTA T yVWHN
HOG amapaitntn n ouvafloAOynon amMOTEAECUATWY Ao KWWNTLIKEG SOKLUEG yewxnuelag (humidity
cell tests, column tests) emapkoU¢ SLApKELAG WOTE Vo ATOKAELOTEL N SnuLoupyla 6€vng amopponc.
JUYXPOVWG, CNUELWVETOL OTL OE AVAAOYEG TEPLTTWOELC CUVELOPEPEL CNUAVTLIKA OTNV eKTipnon
TEPLBOANOVTLKWV ETMMTWOEWVY N YEWXNULKA povtedomoinon (pe kwdikeg omwg o PHREEQC kat o
MINTEQA2 tng US-EPA) yla TIG avOPEVOUEVEC OUYKEVIPWOEL( SLOAUTWVY UETGAAWV Kal TV
eKTipnon pakpompoBeopuwv dopTiwv 6Evwy pUTIWV.

H eykatdotaon Siaxeipiong teApatwy (TMF — Tailings Management Facility) kal o e€wteplkog
XWPOG amnobeong oteipwv €xouv oxedLaoTel wote va KaAUPouv MARPWG TN GUGCLKN KOLtn Tou
Xelpappou Yuren Dere. H mpotewvopevn AUon 80dsuong (BOpelo Kal VOTIO KAVAAL EKTPOTTAG)
adopd amokAELOTIKA TIG AVWOEV, UN PUTIACUEVEG ATIOPPOEG TIPOC TIG SefaeVEG YAUKOU vepPOU
(RWD — Raw Water Dam) kat vepou enadn¢ (CWR — Contact Water Reservoir) avtlotolywg, evw
Sev mapouaotdletal uSpaulikn mpooopolwaon tne GUCLKAG YPAUUNS pong Tou Yuren Dere mou
Katapyeitol. H xwpoBétnon autn, mépav Twv {NTHHATWY cupBatotntag pe to Boulyaplko SANAT
Aekavng Anoppon ¢ AvatoAikoU Alyaiou mou anoteAei Bépua ecwteplkol Sikaiou tng BouAyapiag,
Snuoupyel auénpévo Staocuvoplako kivbuvo yla tnv EAAGda. Eival emopévwg avaykaia n e¢étaon
eVAANQKTLKWY XWPOBETNOEWV €KTOG Koltng motapol, pe éudaon otn péEBodo Enpng amdbeong
teApdatwy (dry stack tailings). Amatteital emiong mAnpéotepn attioAdoynon tng mpotabeioag
XWPOBETNONG, KABWC Kol €KTEVEOTEPN E€KTIUNON Twv TBavwv Suopevwy SLHoUVOPLAKWY
emdpacewv Mpog tnv EAAGSa. ELSIKA w¢ tpog To BEa auTo emonpaivovtal ta eEC:

5.1. H MIME ektud «pun unepyeihion akoun kot o mAnpuupa 1000etiag», aAld gv mapouotldlel
avaAuTiky udpauAlkn Tpocopoiwon PMF (Probable Maximum Flood). e mepimtwon
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UTEPXEIALONG, TOL PUTTOLOEVA VEPA KOTAARYOUV 0T GUGCLKN ypapun porng Yuren Dere - Arpa
Dere > Byala Reka - Luda Reka/EpuBpomnotapog - ERpog (EAANVLKN EMLKPATELA).

5.2. MNpokalel avnouyla to evdexduevo undyelag Staduyng pEow Tou pnypatwdouc udpodopéa.
To Sladpayua Tolpevtevéoewy (grout curtain) ival apdifolo OtL eyyudtal pakpompobeopn
oteyavotnta oe pnyuotwdn uvdpodopiéa o omoiog, emutAéov, Slatapdcostal amnd
eBdouadlaiec avativatelg yia 7 £tn. Av untapéouv dinBroelg, Ba bBacouv oto dlacuvoplakod
YYZ (Yrioyeto Yéatiko Twpa) BG3GO00PtPg049, mou uSpauAlkd cuvdEeTal pe Ta EAANVIKA YYZ
EL120B100 (Apocowviou) kat EL12BT150 (2oudAiou-Aidupoteiyou).

5.3. Avnouyxia mpokaAel kat n mbavr actoxia tou ¢pAyuatog. Itnv mepintwon avt, ta ~10
gkatoppvpla m? teApdtwy Ba kateuBuvBoulv otn GuoLKr ypapuu Pong Pog TNV eAANVLKN
emkpatela. H MME Ba mpénel va cupmneptAdBel Asmtopep avaluon e€amAwaong pong (run-
out analysis), le XAPTEG KATAKAUGNC TIOU VA EKTEVOVTAL WG TNV EAANVLKN €TKPATEL, Hodl
LE eKTipnon ennpealopevou MANBUGHOU Kol aypoTIKWV ektdoswv otny MM.E. (Mepidepelakn
Evotnta) EBpovu.

5.4. T€AOG, OL OLKOAOYLKEG ETUTTWOELG OTO OLKOCUOTN A Tou Yuren Dere, TOTAOU TIOU EVTACOETAL
oTLG Pouldyapikég meploxég Natura 2000 «Byala reka» (BG0002019) kot «Rodopi — Iztochni»
(BG0001032), kol oL omoieg omoteAolV TMPWTIOTWE £0WTEPKO {ATNUA TNG Boulyapiag,
evOEXETAL VA EMNPEATOUV TNV Katavtn Blokowwvia kat 16iwg ta idn mpotepatotntag Unio
crassus (LUSL Tou yAukoU vepou), Cobitis strumicae (@pakoBelovitoa) kal Sabanejewia
balcanica (BaAkkavikr) XpuooBelovitoa) mou cuvdéovtal pe Toug MANBUGHOUG OTLG EAANVLKEG
nieplox€¢ Natura 2000 GR1130011 kat GR1110010.

5.5. Y& kaBe nepimtwon o oxedlacpdg twv €pywv Slaxeiplong teApudtwv Ba mpEmel va
OUHMOPDWVETAL HE TIG OIMALTAOELG Tou «Eyypadou Avadopdg yia tig BéAtioteg ALABECLUES
TeXVIKEG OXETIKA HMe Tn Alaxeiplon AmoPAntwv amod TG EEopuktikég Blopnyovieg» (Best
Available Techniques Reference Document for the Management of Waste from Extractive
Industries, JRC, 2018), evw Ba mpémel va eAeyxBel n euBuypappion tou oxeSlaopol UE TIG
Slebveic kateuBUVoeLg, 0dnyleg Kal amaltioelg yla th Slaxeiplon TEAUATWY £E0PUKTIKWY
amoBARTwv.

6. H aflohoynon Twv OWPEUTIKWYV smMTwoswv (cumulative impact assessment) xpeldletot
CUUMANPWON Kal enéktacn. MPEMeL vo €eTAOTOUV AETITOUEPEDTEPQ, KAl KATA TO SuvaTov Ue
TIOOOTIKO TPOTIO, Ol CWPEUTIKEG ETUTTWOELS A0 TA TPoypoupati{opeva | UTO adslodotnon
HeTAAAEUTIKA €pya otnv AvatoAikry Podomn (Kesebir, Iran Tepe, Kondovo, Blagun, Tintyava,
Elhovo, Chiirite, Khan Krum, Krumovitsa, Chukata k.d.), Ta omoia £6palovtal eni tou wSiou
Slacuvoplakol YYZ BG3GO0OOPtPg049, 16lwg w¢ mPog TN CWPEUTIKNA eMidpacn enl Twv eAANVIKWY
XPNOEWV USATWYV Kal YEWPYLIKWV dpactnplotitwy otnv M.E. EBpou kat M.E. Podomnng.

7. Kotomw kot anoPewv mou ténkav umoPn pog avadopkd pe padlodoykol¢ KlvdUvoug amo tn
yeltvioon tou £€pyou e To malald opuxeio oupaviou «Planinets» (andotacn ~5 km), Bewpolpe
oTL mpénel va aflodoynBel n mbavn emavaklvntonoinon padlevepywv oTtolelwv péow allayng
ToU TomkoU uSpoAoyLkol KaBeoTWTOC Kol TWV EMAVOAAUBAVOUEVWY ovaTVAEEWY, KOBWE KoL N
€kAuon padoviou (Rn-222) amd tnv meploxn tou opuyuatoc. Elval emopévwe amapaitntn n
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10.

oAokAnpwpévn padlohoyikr) afloAdynon Kol SOCLUETPLKNA eKTiUNon, cUUGWVN UE Ta Opla S60NG
Kal TIg opxéC tng Odnyilag 2013/59/Eupatop (Baoika Mpotunma AcddAelag), yla To Kowo
EKATEPWOEV TWV CUVOPWV.

Xpeldletal £KTEVC CUUMANPWON WG TPOC TNV €€ETOON ONUAVIIKOTNTAG TWV EMUTTWOEWY
(screening) cupdwva pe to ApBpo 683 tng Obnyiag 92/43/EOK, wote va StamotwBdel edv
anatteital S€ovoa eKTiPNON, oTLg yeltvialouoeg eAANVIKEG TEPLOXEC Tou Siktuou Natura 2000, kat
Olwg otig ZEM (Zwveg Ewdikng MNpootaociog opviBormavidag — SPA: Special Protection Areas)
GR1130011 «Kowhdada Owoupn» (MN.E. Podomng) kat GR1110010 «Opewvoc EBpog — Kolhada
Aepeiou» (MN.E. EBpou). 18laitepn avaAuon amalteltal wg mpog Ta 6N MPOTEPALOTNTAC TOU
MNapaptiuatog |l tng O8nylag mou cuvdéovtal e Toug Slacuvoplakolg uSATIVOUC TTOpouG (LBlwg
w¢ mpog ta npoavadepBévta Unio crassus, Cobitis strumicae kal Sabanejewia balcanica).

H mpotewvopevn neptBaliovtikn mapakohouBnon eival katd tnv anor) Hag aveMOPKRG we POG
™ Slacuvoplakn tg dlaotacn. OswpoUpe OTL Ba mpénel va oxeblaotel Kal va epapUooTel, pe
gubuvn, pépluva kol Samaveg Tou dopéa Tou €pyou, €va eMOpPKEC Slacuvoplako cUoTnua
napakoAoBnong pe ta €€ XaPOKTNPLOTLKA:

9.1. Aiktuo mapokohoUBnong pe cadwg mpoodloplopéveg BEoelg mapakololBnong t16co oth
BouAyaplkp 600 KoL otnv eAANVIKA eTKpATeEL (KT eAdylotov ot B€oelg: Yuren Dere
ekBoAn, Arpa Dere ekPoAn, Byala Reka mpw tn oupPoArl pe Luda Reka, Luda
Reka/EpuBpomnotapog sAAnvoBoulyapikd olUvopa, EpuBpomodtoapoc Metafadesg, ‘EBpog
Aldupotelyo).

9.2. MNapakoAouBbnon emidpavelakwy KoL UTIOYELWY USATWY (amo UDLOTAEVEG YEWTPNOELG N VEEG,
av amatteital) pe SewypoatoAnyia Ttouldylotov €€dpnvng cuxvotntag katd tn ¢acn
AelToupylog KoL ETACLOC ETA TO KAELOLHO, HE XpOVo SLdpKelag TouAdyLlotov 30 ETWV LETA TO
KAelowuo.

9.3. NapakoAolBnon atpoodalpkol aépa (PMis, PMa.s, Bapéa HETOAAQ OTL( QLWPOUEVEG
OWHATIOLOKEG Paleg, padovio).

9.4. MpokaBoplopévn kal cadwc mpodlayeypapuuévn dadlkaoia evnUEPWONG TWV EAANVIKWY
Apxwv (Ymoupyeio MeplpdAlovtog kot Evépyelag, AlevBuvon Y8dtwv AvVOTOALKAG
Makedoviag — OpAkng TNG AMOKEVIPpWHEVNG Aloiknong Makedoviag — Opakng Kot TUAa
MeptBarlovrog kat YSpoolkovouiag tng Mepidepelakng Evotntag ERpou tng MNepldépelag
AvatoAwkn ¢ Makedoviag-Opakng), TOKTLKA UTIO KOVOVIKEG CUVONKEC KOl O TIPAYLLATIKO XpOVO
O£ MeplmTwon unEépBacng MPokaBopLoPEVWY Opiwy.

9.5. Anuoota Slabeoipotnta OAwv Twy dedopévwy mapakolouBbnonc.

Ytn MIE mpoBA£EmeTal Ot To VEPO yla Apdeuan Kot KataotoAr okovng (Ewg 10.510 m3/ufiva tov
AlUyouoto) Ba avtAeital amd TNV €yKATAOTOON TEAPATWY. H TMPAKTIKA autrh mpokalel supeia
Sl00TopA PUTIACHEVOU VEPOU, TIAPOYWYN TOELKWY AEPOAUUATWY KATA TNV €€ATLON Kal Slapkn
Kivbuvo emudavelakng Hetadopd¢ pUMWV HETA amO PPOXOMTWOEL] TIPOC TOUC KOTAVTN
SlaouvoplakoUg amodEkTeg. Oswpol e OTL Ba mpémnel va avabswpnbel o oxeSLOUOC AUTOC, UE
xpnon kaBapou (un pumacpévou) vepol yla apSeuon Kal KATAOTOAN OKOVNG.
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11.

12.

Oa mpénel va efetaotel N opBoTNTA TNC Aekdvng amoppong avadopdg: n katdotacn tou YYZ
a&lohoyeital pe Paon tov Etnolo AsAtio tng Askdavng Amoppor¢ Autikou Alyaiou, evw to €pyo
evtaooestal otn Agkavn Amopporg AvatoAwkol Atyaiou. To {Atnua Stadaivetal va sivat odhaApa
TEKUNPLWONG TIOU eVOEXETAL VA eMNPEATEL TNV EYKUPOTNTA TNG afloAdyNnong TN KOTAOTOONG TOU
YYZ ota onpueia 1, 2 kat 5.2 avwtépw.

Aev evronicape otn MME mpoBAEPELg yia XPNUATOOLKOVOULK gyylnon €mapkoug UPoug Kat
Slapkelag cupdpwva pe to apbpo 14 tng Odnyiag 2006/21/EK yia ta e€opuktikd andpAnta, olte
aoddAion suBlvng ya Stacuvoplakn meptBarloviikr) {nuia Bdost tng Odnyiag 2004/35/EK
(Environmental Liability Directive). @swpoUpe OTL T MapamAvw oTolXela elval amapaitnta Kot
TPETEL VO KOAUTITOUV TOCO TO SLACTNUA Ao TNV Evapen £wG TO KAEIOLLO TOU £pyou OCO Kal T
dpovtida Tou XWPOU OTO PETA-TO-KAElOLHO StaoTnua yio touldyiotov 30 £tn.

H NPOIZTAMENH THZ AINA
KONZTANTINA NIKA

Nivakacg anodekTwv Kowomnoinong

1.

YMOYPTEIO NEPIBAAAONTOZ KAI ENEPTEIAZ

a) [padeio Ymoupyol

B) Tpadeio MevikoL MNpappatéa Quakou MNeptBailovtog kat YSATwyY
v) Tpadeio Mevikou AteuBuvtni NeptPariovtiknig MOALTIKAG

6) AievBuvon AleBvwv kot Eupwmaikwv ApaotnpLoTATWY
YMOYPTEIO EZQTEPIKQN

a) A4 AebBuvon Mpootaciag MNeptBaiiovtog, KAlpatikng ANaync kat Naykooutwy MoALTIKwY
ddd@mfa.gr

B) AutAwpatikog ZupBouloc YMEN
v_koniakos@mfa.gr

MPEZBEIA THX EAAAAOZ 2TH ZOODIA
gremb.sof@mfa.gr
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& Courtesy translation — Avenionpun petagpoon
HELLENIC REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY TO: REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND

Directorate of Environmental Licensing WATER

Department C espoo_eia_sea@moew.government.bg

Postal Address: Alexandras Avn. 11, (att. Mrs. Vladislava Boyadzhieva)
11473 Athens, Greece

Contact: A. Koulidis CC: List of notification recipients

Phone: +30 210641 7951

E-mail: sec.dipa@prv.ypeka.gr

Subject: Initial observations on the Environmental Impact Assessment for the "Extraction and
processing of polymetallic ores from the Rozino deposit, Tintyava PLA", located in the
municipality of Ivaylovgrad, Haskovo region, in the framework of the transboundary
environmental impact assessment procedure.

Ref.: 1. Doc. ref. no. 149/28.1.2026 of the Embassy of Greece in Sofia
(YPEN/DIPA/18027/1159/17.2.2026).

2. Ourdoc. ref. no. YPEN/DIPA/94165/6607/08.10.2024.
3. Ourdoc. ref. no. YPEN/DIPA/46768/3192/05.05.2026.

Following examination of the completeness of the EIA transmitted to us under Ref. document no. 1, in
the framework of the transboundary environmental impact assessment procedure in which we
participate on the basis of Ref. document no. 2 and as notified to you under Ref. document no. 3, the
following transboundary impact issues, in our view, require supplementation or re-examination:

1. The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) does not present a comprehensive hydrographic and
hydrogeological evaluation of the transboundary connection from the project area towards Greek
territory. The potential transfer of pollutant load along the sequence Yuren Dere - Arpa Dere -
Byala Reka River - Luda Reka River (Erythropotamos in Greek territory) = Evros River is not
quantitatively documented, nor are the downstream water uses within Greek territory assessed.
Furthermore, an assessment is absent regarding other pollutant transfer mechanisms, such as
through (a) surface runoff (beyond the above sequence), (b) infiltration and underground flow
thereof. It is necessary to supplement the study with a coupled hydrological and hydrogeological
simulation, the model of which shall cover the Greek GWBs (Groundwater Bodies) EL120B100 and
EL12BT150 and the downstream surface water bodies of Erythropotamos and Evros of the Water
District of Thrace (EL12).

2. Documentation is required of the compatibility of the project with the River Basin Management
Plan (RBMP) of the Greek Water District of Thrace (EL12, 2" Revision, Government Gazette A
81/12.06.2024). This documentation must include (a) verification of compliance with all measures
of the Greek Programme of Measures of the RBMP and (b) verification and confirmation that the
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principle of non-deterioration of the status of GWBs EL120B100 and EL12BT150 will not be
breached.

Hazardous elements coexist in the ore, particularly arsenic (As) and mercury (Hg), the presence of
which is acknowledged in the operator's own Pre-Feasibility Study (PFS) (Velocity Minerals, 2021,
p. 46) in the context of telethermal alteration in the Tashlaka area. Also of concern is the possible
presence of uranium (U), which frequently coexists with other radioactive elements, chromium
(Cr) and lead (Pb). The EIA contains an insufficient analysis of the issues associated with these
elements, although As appears at concentrations of ~125 g/t, almost one hundred times that of
gold, Hg constitutes a priority substance under Annex X of Directive 2000/60/EC and is regulated
by the Minamata Convention, while the risks associated with U, Cr and Pb are well known. It is
therefore necessary to examine the detailed geochemical characterisation of all types of ore,
waste rock and tailings and to perform a quantitative assessment of pollutant load fluxes towards
the downstream transboundary receptors.

The project includes extensive components that may favour the generation of Acid Rock Drainage
(ARD), in particular the slope surfaces of the open pit (140 m deep within a fractured formation),
the waste rock and the tailings. However, the EIA's assessment of "no acid drainage generation" is
based solely on static ABA (Acid-Base Accounting) measurements without validation by kinetic or
computational methods. In our view, it is necessary to co-evaluate results from kinetic
geochemistry tests (humidity cell tests, column tests) of sufficient duration in order to rule out the
generation of acid drainage. At the same time, it is noted that in analogous cases geochemical
modelling (with codes such as USEPA's PHREEQC and MINTEQA?2) for the expected concentrations
of dissolved metals and the estimation of long-term acid pollutant loads contributes significantly
to the assessment of environmental impacts.

The Tailings Management Facility (TMF) and the external waste rock disposal area have been
designed so as to fully cover the natural bed of the Yuren Dere torrent. The proposed diversion
solution (northern and southern diversion channels) concerns exclusively the upstream,
unpolluted runoff towards the Raw Water Dam (RWD) and the Contact Water Reservoir (CWR)
respectively, while no hydraulic simulation is presented of the natural flow line of the Yuren Dere,
which is being eliminated by the proposed design. This siting, beyond the issues of compatibility
with the Bulgarian RBMP of the East Aegean River Basin which is a matter of Bulgaria's domestic
law, creates an increased transboundary risk for Greece. It is therefore necessary to examine
alternative sitings outside the river bed, with emphasis on the dry stack tailings method. Fuller
justification of the proposed siting is also required, as well as a more extensive assessment of the
possible adverse transboundary effects on Greece. Specifically on this matter, the following are
noted:

5.1. The EIA estimates "no overflow even in a 1000-year flood", but does not present a detailed
hydraulic PMF (Probable Maximum Flood) simulation. In the event of overflow, the
contaminated waters end up in the natural flow line Yuren Dere - Arpa Dere - Byala Reka
- Luda Reka/Erythropotamos = Evros (Greek territory).

5.2. The possibility of underground escape via the fractured aquifer is of concern. It is doubtful
that the grout curtain can guarantee long-term watertightness in a fractured aquifer that will,
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moreover, be disturbed by weekly blasts over a 7-year operating period. If seepage occurs, it
will reach the transboundary GWB (Groundwater Body) BG3GO00PtPg049, which is
hydraulically connected with the Greek GWBs EL120B100 (Drosiniou) and EL12BT150
(Soufliou-Didymoteichou).

5.3. The possible failure of the dam is also of concern. In that case, the ~10 million m3 of tailings
would be directed along the natural flow line towards Greek territory. The EIA must include
a detailed run-out analysis, with inundation maps extending as far as Greek territory,
together with an estimate of the affected population and agricultural land in the Regional
Unit (R.U.) of Evros.

5.4. Finally, the ecological impacts on the ecosystem of the Yuren Dere — a river included in the
Bulgarian Natura 2000 sites "Byala reka" (BG0002019) and "Rodopi — Iztochni" (BG0001032),
and which constitutes primarily an internal matter of Bulgaria — may affect the downstream
biocommunity and in particular the priority species Unio crassus (freshwater mussel), Cobitis
strumicae (Thracian spined loach) and Sabanejewia balcanica (Balkan golden loach), which
are linked to the populations in the Greek Natura 2000 sites GR1130011 and GR1110010.

5.5. In any case, the design of the tailings management works must comply with the requirements
of the "Best Available Techniques Reference Document for the Management of Waste from
Extractive Industries" (JRC, 2018), while the alignment of the design with international
guidance, guidelines and requirements for the management of extractive waste tailings must
be verified.

6. Cumulative impact assessment requires supplementation and expansion. The cumulative impacts
of planned or pending mining projects in the Eastern Rhodope region (Kesebir, Iran Tepe, Kondovo,
Blagun, Tintyava, Elhovo, Chiirite, Khan Krum, Krumovitsa, Chukata, etc.), which lie on the same
transboundary GWB BG3G000PtPg049, must be examined in greater detail and to the extent
possible in a quantitative manner, particularly with respect to the cumulative effect on Greek
water uses and agricultural activities in the Regional Units of Evros and Rodopi.

7. Following the views brought to our attention concerning radiological risks arising from the
proximity of the project to the former "Planinets" uranium mine (distance ~5 km), we consider
that the possible remobilisation of radioactive elements through alteration of the local
hydrological regime and the repeated blasting must be assessed, as well as the release of radon
(Rn-222) from the open pit area. A comprehensive radiological assessment and dosimetric
estimate is necessary, consistent with the dose limits and principles set out in Council Directive
2013/59/Euratom (Basic Safety Standards), be submitted for the public on either side of the
border.

8. Extensive supplementation is required regarding the screening of impact significance under Article
6(3) of Directive 92/43/EEC, in order to determine whether an appropriate assessment is required,
in the neighbouring Greek areas of the Natura 2000 network, and in particular in the SPAs (Special
Protection Areas for birds) GR1130011 "Koilada Filiouri" (Regional Unit of Rodopi) and GR1110010
"Oreinos Evros — Koilada Dereiou" (Regional Unit of Evros). Particular analysis is required of the
priority species of Annex Il of the Directive which are linked to the transboundary water resources
(in particular the aforementioned Unio crassus, Cobitis strumicae and Sabanejewia balcanica).
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The proposed environmental monitoring is in our view inadequate as regards its transboundary
dimension. We consider that an adequate transboundary monitoring system should be designed
and implemented, with the responsibility, care and at the expense of the project operator, with
the following characteristics:

9.1. A monitoring network with clearly defined monitoring locations in both Bulgarian and Greek
territory (at a minimum at: Yuren Dere mouth, Arpa Dere mouth, Byala Reka before its
confluence with Luda Reka, Luda Reka/Erythropotamos at the Greek-Bulgarian border,
Erythropotamos at Metaxades, Evros at Didymoteicho).

9.2. Monitoring of surface and groundwater (from existing boreholes or new ones, if required)
with sampling at least every six months during the operation phase and annually after
closure, for a period of at least 30 years after closure.

9.3. Monitoring of atmospheric air (PMio, PM,.5, heavy metals in airborne particulate matter,
radon).

9.4. A predefined and clearly specified procedure for informing the Greek Authorities (Ministry
of Environment and Energy, Water Directorate of Eastern Macedonia — Thrace of the
Decentralised Administration of Macedonia — Thrace, and Department of Environment and
Water Economy of the Regional Unit of Evros of the Region of Eastern Macedonia-Thrace),
on a regular basis under normal conditions and in real time in the event of exceedance of
predetermined limits.

9.5. Public availability of all monitoring data.

10. The EIA provides that water for irrigation and dust suppression (up to 10,510 m3/month in August)

11.

12.

will be drawn from the tailings facility. This practice causes widespread dispersion of contaminated
water, generation of toxic aerosols during evaporation, and a continuous risk of surface transport
of pollutants after rainfall towards the downstream transboundary receptors. We consider that
this design should be revised, using clean (uncontaminated) water for irrigation and dust
suppression.

The correctness of the reference river basin should be examined: the status of the GWB is assessed
on the basis of the Annual Bulletin of the Western Aegean River Basin, while the project falls within
the Eastern Aegean River Basin. This appears to be a documentary error that may be affecting the
validity of the GWB status assessment referenced in points 1, 2 and 5.2 above.

We did not identify in the EIA any provisions for a financial guarantee of adequate amount and
duration in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 2006/21/EC on the management of waste from
extractive industries, nor any liability insurance for transboundary environmental damage under
Directive 2004/35/EC (Environmental Liability Directive). We consider that the above elements are
essential and must cover both the period from the start to the closure of the project and the after-
care of the site in the post-closure period for at least 30 years.

THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIRECTORATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL LICENSING
KONSTANTINA NIKA
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CC: List of notification recipients (Greek authorities)

1.

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY

a) Office of the Minister

b) Office of the Secretary General for Natural Environment and Water
c) Office of the Director General of Environmental Policy

d) Directorate of International and European Activities

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

a) D4 Directorate for Environmental Protection, Climate Change and Global Policies
dd4@mfa.gr

b) Diplomatic Adviser to the Minister of Environment and Energy
v_koniakos@mfa.gr

EMBASSY OF GREECE IN SOFIA
gremb.sof@mfa.gr
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